meant that Japan also lost the chance to use the reparation negotiations and payments as a springboard for rapprochement and the resumption of economic relations with Malaya as she did with other South-East Asian countries.
Thirdly, the slower decolonization of Malaya meant that any Japanese postwar approach to Malaya, be it commercial or diplomatic, had to involve Britain as the gatekeeper. Taking into account that Japan was under occupation and control by the US-led Allied Command until April 1952, it can be said that Malaya-Japanese rapprochement coincided with the process of both Malaya and Japan regaining sovereignty from western powers.
In view of these contextual constraints, it is not surprising that Malaya was the slowest among South-East Asian countries in restoring official/formal diplomatic relations (i.e. exchange of ambassadors and signing of treaties) with Japan. Except for the Indochinese countries, Malaya was also among the last in allowing the establishment of a Japanese overseas representative office as a semi-official agent in the country 1 (see Table 7 .1). However, Burma, the Philippines, and Indonesia placed the settlement of reparations first before agreeing to have formal diplomatic relations, and were reluctant to allow commercial activities of Japanese nationals in their countries until then. In the case of the Philippines, even after the signing of the Treaty of Comity, Commerce, and Shipping in December 1960 until as late as 1966, the government continued its restriction on Japanese commercial activities.
2 In this light, the British authorities and local leaders in Malaya were quicker in agreeing to the progress of unofficial/informal rapprochement, starting with transactions of goods and moving onto transactions of people and capital. Indeed, the comparatively quick development of unofficial relations was the outstanding feature of Malayo-Japanese rapprochement. Accordingly, it was a rapprochement led by economic transactions.
As discussed in Chapters 3 to 4, the unofficial stage of Malayo-Japanese rapprochement began with trade and gradually developed through the entry of Japanese nationals as well as through technical and capital participation in Malayan industry. As Japan regained sovereignty in April 1952, it proceeded into the semi-official and diplomatic phase examined in Chapter 5, such as the opening of a Japanese ConsulateGeneral in Singapore and Japanese full admission into international trade and development organizations concerning South-East Asia, namely, ECAFE, the Colombo Plan, and GATT.
